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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-2 (canceled) 

3. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1]]7, wherein the channel is laterally 
closed along at least about 10% of the channel's length. 

4. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[ 1 ]JL wherein the channel is laterally 
closed along at least about 25% of the channel's length. 

5 . (Currently amended) Th" &&eteam I ,fartW compriging A stent comprising 
a flexible, elongate body having a curled proximal portion, a curled distal portion, 
and § Tnfltn p ortion extending between the proximal and dista l portions, wherein: 
A) the main and distal portions together define a channel laterally open 

throughout at least a part of the channel's length and extending along the 
main and distal portions without extending along t he proximal portion, 
whereby the channel's proximal end is disposed in the main po rtion; 

0) a band isplaced around the circumference of the body to laterally close no 

more than about 1 inch of the channel's proximal end.;, and 
O the proximal portion is curled away fro m the channel. 
Claim 6 (canceled) 

7. (Currently amended) TVm stent nf hlnim 6 wh e r e i^A stent comprising a 

flexible, elongate body hayi n g a curled proximal portion, a curled dist al portion, 
and a main portion extending between the proximal an d distal portions, wherein: 
A^ the main and distal portions toget her define a channel laterally open 

throu ghout at least a part of the channel's length and extending along the 
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main and distal portions without extending along the proximal portion. 

whereby the channel's proximal end is disposed in the main portion: 
B) the channel is laterally closed along less then about 2 inches of its 

proximal en d; and 
O the proximal portion is curled away from the channel . 

8. (Currently amended) The stent of claim ([6]]7, wherein the channel is laterally 
closed along less than about 1 inch of its proximal end 

9. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[6]]7 y wherein the channel is laterally 
closed along at least about 0.125 inches, but less than about 1 inch, of its proximal 
end. 

1 0. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1 JJL wherein the main portion of the 
body comprises a web and two flanges extending from opposite ends of the web. 

1 1 . (Original) The stent of claim 10, wherein the two flanges curve toward each other* 

12. (Original) The stent of claim 10, wherein the two flanges each have lateral edges, 
and the lateral edges of the respective flanges, in at least one rest position, do not 
touch each other along the at least one laterally open part of the chaimeL 

13. (Original) The stent of claim 10, wherein the channel is defined by a side of the 
web and lateral portions of the two flanges, 

14. (Original) The stent of claim 13, wherein the two flanges each have lateral edges, 
and the lateral edges of the respective flanges, in at least one rest position, do not 
touch each other along the at least one laterally open part of the channel, leaving a 
gap therebetween. 
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15. (Original) The stent of claim 14, wherein the width of the gap between the flange 
edges is less than half of the channel's diameter. 

16. (Original) The stent of claim 14, wherein the width of the gap between the flange 
edges is between about one fifth and about one half of the channel's diameter. 

17. (Original) The stent of claim 14, wherein the width of the gap between the flange 
edges is between about one fourth and about one third of the channel's diameter. 

18. (canceled) 

19. (Currently amended) Tho otcnt of claim 18, wherein A stent comprising a 
flftxihle, elongate body having a curled proximal portion, a curled distal portion, 
and, a main portion extending between the proximal and distal portions, wherein: 
A) the main and distal portions together defin e a channel laterally open 

rtimn phmit at least apart of the channel's lengt h and extending along the 

main and distal portions without ext ending along the proximal portion. 

whereby the channel's proximal end is d isposed in the main portion: 
Tft the ma in portion of the body comprises a web a nd tw o flanges extending 

from opposite ends of the web 
C\ the channel is define^ bv a side of the web a nd lateral portions of the two 

flanges: 

t he lateral portions of the two flanges are fused together to close the at 
least one laterally closed part of the cbanneU_and 
TT> the proximal portion is cu rled awav from the channel. 
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20. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[18]] 13, wherein the at least one 
laterally open part of the channel is defined by an aperture cut in the at least one 
laterally closed part of the channel. 

21 . (Currently amended) Th e st e nt of claim 1 8. wherein A stent comprising a 
flexible, elongate body having a curled proximal portion, a curled distal portion, 
and a main portion extending between the proximal and distal portions, wherein; 
A) the main and distal portions together define a channel laterally open 

throughout at least a part of the channel's length and extending along the 
main and distal portions without extending along the proximal portion, 
whereby the channel's proximal end is disposed in the main portion; 

*R) the main portion of the body comprises a web and two flanges extending 
from opposite ends of the web 

C\ the channel is defined by a side of the web and lateral portions of the two 
flanges; 

D) the two flanges each have lateral edges, and the lateral edges of respective 

flanges are both fused to abridge material between the lateral edges, to 
close the at least one laterally closed part of the channe l: and 
the proximal portion is curled away from the channel 

22. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[18]]13, further comprising a band 
placed around the circumference of the body to form the at least one laterally 
closed part of the channel. 
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23 . (Currently amended) Tho stent of olaim 22. wh e r e in A stent comprising a 
flexible, elongate body having a curled proximal portion, a curled distal portion, 
and a main portion extending b etween the proximal and distal portions, wherein: 
A) the main and distal portions together define a channel laterally open 

throughout at least a part of the channel's length and extending along the 
msuty and distal portions without extending alone the proximal portion, 
whereby the channel's proximal end is disposed in the main portion: 
the main po rtion of the body comprises a web and two flanges extending 
from opposite ends of the web 
O the channel is defined by a side of the web and lateral portions of the two 
flanges; 

D) a band is placed around the ckcimiference of the body to form the at least 

one laterally closed part of the channel: 
g) the band is fused to the flexible elongate bod y^and 

the proximal portion is curled awav from the channel . 

24. (Currently amended) Th e st e nt - ef claim 18, further comprising Ajtgnt 
comprising a flexibl e, elongate body having a curled proximal portion, a curled 
distal portion, and a main portion extending between the proximal and distal 
portions, wherein: 

A) the main and distal portions together define a cha nnel laterally ppep 

throughout at least a part of the channel's length and extending along the 
main and distal portions wi thout extending along the proximal portion, 
whereby the charmers proximal end is disposed in the main portion: 
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■R ) the main portion of the hndv compris es a web and two flanges extending 

from opposite ends of the web 
r ) th« channel is defined bv a side of the web and lateral portions of the tv®, 

flanges; 

D} a plurality of bands isplaced around the circumference of the body and 

fused thereto, each band thereby forming a laterally closed part of the 
channe l: and 

V. ) the proxim a l portion is curled away from the channel . 

25. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[18]] 13, wherein at least a part of the 
channel in the distal portion is laterally closed. 

26. (Original) The stent of claim 25, wherein substantially the entire length of the 
channel in the distal portion is laterally closed. 

27. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1]]7, wherein the proximal portion is 
curled through at least 180 degrees. 

28. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[ 1]]7, wherein the proximal portion is 
curled through at least 270 degrees. 

29. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1)]7, wherein the distal portion is 
curled through at least 270 degrees. 

30. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1]]7_ wherein the channel is so sized 
as to accommodate a guidewire having a diameter of 0.038 inches. 

31. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1]]Z, wherein the main and distal 
portions together define a second channel separate from the previously 
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mentioned, first channel, the second channel being laterally open throughout at 
least a part of the second channel's length and extending along the main and distal 
portions. 

32. (Original) The stent of claim 3 1 , wherein the proximal portion also defines the 
second channel. 

33. (Original) The stent of claim 3 1, wherein the first channel is larger than the 
second channel. 

34. (Original) The stent of claim 3 1 7 wherein the main portion of the body comprises 
a web and two flanges extending from opposite ends of the web, the first channel 
is defined by a side of the web and lateral portions of the two flanges extending' 
on the side of the web, and the second channel is defined by an opposite side of 
the Web and lateral portions of the two flanges extending on the opposite side of 
the web. 

35. (Original) The stent of claim 34, wherein the web defines a plurality of 
perforations connecting the first channel and the second channel. 

36. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1 JJ7, so sized as to be deployable in a 
ureter. 

37. (Currently amedded) The stent of claim [[1]]7, so sized as to be deployable in a 
bile duct. 

38. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1]]7, so sized as to be deployable in a 
pancreatic duct. 

r 

39. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1]]7, wherein the end of the proximal 
portion is tapered. 
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40. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1]]7, wherein the end of the distal 
portion is tapered. 

41. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1]]7, wherein the end of the distal 
portion is beveled. 

42. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1]]7, wherein the proximal portion 
defines a hole so sized as to secure a pull string. 

43. (Original) The stent of claim 42, wherein the hole is positioned within 0,25 inches 
of the end of the proximal portion. 

44. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1]]L further comprising a band placed 
around the circumference of the body to laterally close at least a part of the 
channel's length. 

45. (Currently amended) The stent of claim [[1]]L wherein: 

A) the main and distal portions together define a second channel separate 
from the previously mentioned, first channel, the second channel being 
laterally open throughout at least a part of the second channel's length and 
extending along the main and distal portions; 

B) the proximal portion is curled away from the channel through at least 270 
degrees; and 

C) the stent further comprises a band placed around the circumference of the 
body to form the at least one laterally closed part of the channels. 

46. (Original) The stent of claim 45, wherein the distal raid of the distal portion is 
beveled. 



-10- 

PA6E 11/14 * RCVD AT 1/612005 3:21:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/4 * DNIS:8729306 1 CSID:617 832 7000 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-26 



'01/06/2005 15:24 617-832-7000 



FOLEY HOAG LLP 



PAGE 12/14 



47. (Original) A stent comprising a flexible, elongate body having a curled proximal 
portion, a curled distal portion, and a main portion extending between the 
proximal and distal portions, wherein: 

A) the main, distal, and proximal portions together define a channel extending 
along those portions and being laterally open throughout at least a part of 
the channel's length; 

B) the laterally open part of the channel in the main and distal portions 
defines a lateral gap; 

C) the laterally open part of the channel in the proximal portion defines a 
proximal lateral gap wider than the lateral gap; and 

D) the proximal portion is curled away from the channel. 

48. (Original) The stent of claim 47, wherein the proximal lateral gap is at least 50% 
wider than the lateral gap. 

Claims 49-51 (canceled) 

52. (New) The stent of claim 7, wherein at least one laterally open part of the channel 
is defined by an aperture cut in a laterally closed part of the channel. 

53. (New) The stent of claim 7, wherein the channel is laterally closed along at least 
about 0. 1 25 inches of its proximal end. 

54. (New) A method of manufacturing a stent as defined by claim 7 comprising: 
extruding the stent; and 

cutting an aperture in the channel to define the laterally open part of the channel 
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